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Abstract

Funerals nowadays are facing generation and demographic structural changes;
how will the low birth rate affect the ritual? What measures do the funeral
practitioner take to respond to the affected funeral rituals? To find out the answers,
this study adopted the qualitative research orientation, used in-depth interview and
document analysis as the main methods of data collection. Participants for this study
were selected on the basis of intentional sampling. Ten licensed funeral directors who
has the experience in funeral industry for at least 5 years were chosen. Finally, the
interview was written verbatim using thematic analysis to do the induction and
analysis systematically.

The research conclusions are as the followings:

First, funeral rituals implementation is affected by the low birth rate:

1. There are fewer children to take turns doing the death watch.

2. There are fewer children to divide the work for full seven.

3. Small families usually use ting-jiou-chu or ling-chian-chu in replace of renting
ceremony hall to hold ceremonies.

4. Children don’t return to their hometown often, so the memorial tablet is usually
laid in the columbarium.

Second, the advice in response to the affected funeral rituals are as the followings:
1. More customers ask the funeral homes to do the death watch for them so funeral
homes are advised to consider hiring more employees if needed.

2. The funeral homes are advised to do first seven and full seven before the body is
buried and then continue to complete the other sevens.

3. Advise the customers not to rent a ceremony hall for the ceremony, funeral
director should inform case officer » make ting-jiou-chu or ling-chian-chu go
smoothly.

4. The Memorial Tablet is advised to be put into the columbarium permanently or
temporarily before returning to household altars one year after. Morticians are
responsible for finding columbarium with good credit that manage perfectly to
protect the consumer right of bereaved families.

Based on the above conclusions, the recommendations according to the research
are as the followings :

1. Review and amend the responding measures of low child birth rate to the book -
£ Y FHEZE BRI CE RS for others to refer to.

2. It is important to keep the death watch tradition. One can find cousins to help so as
not to violate the function of the funeral.

3. After the body is buried, one must continue to do the other sevens in pursuit of
ethics and filial piety.

Keywords: Low birth rate, Funeral ceremony, Funeral director
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