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Abstract

Over the vyears, researchers devoting in rural elementary education have seen many
Han-Chinese teachers who are willing to retain their teaching positions in rural areas. Interviews
were arranged in hope of understanding and identifying the reasons behind their retention and
possible influences it may bring.

The purpose of the research is to recognize the challenges and plights which Han-Chinese
teachers are facing. The participants in the research are 7 Han-Chinese teachers who are currently
teaching in three Bunun communities in Ren-ai township respectively. Identifying from 4 aspects
including:

(a)Personal factors: marital status, interpersonal relationship and professional self-identity
(b)Environmental factors: transportation, living condition and organizational climate
(c)Social factors: traditional culture, lifestyle, family support

(d)System factors: incentives, staffing and performance level of school.

After analyzation of data obtained from interviews, results showed that marital status,
interpersonal relationship, professional self-identity, transportation, living condition, organizational
climate, family support, incentives, staffing and performance level of school are all key factors
toward Han-Chinese teacher retention. Nevertheless, the influence of marital status, professional
self-identity and organizational climate differs from person to person. Contrastingly, traditional
culture and lifestyle have slight influences on the decision.

In conclusion, proposed suggestions for educational administration and future studies were

made according to results of research as references for future research.

Keywords: Rural area, teacher retention, Han-Chinese teacher, traditional culture, qualification of

teachers
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