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Abstract

The ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ (BRI), first envisaged by the Chinese
President, Xi Jinping in 2013, aims to create the infrastructure necessary to connect
China to Europe, with the ultimate aim of creating a new Free Trade Area between
China and Europe. It is an umbrella initiative spanning a multitude of projects
designed to promote the flow of goods, investment, and people. To date, some BRI
projects are already underway, and 138 countries and international organizations
are involved in bringing its connectivity and infrastructure to fruition. Though,
the BRI not only has the potential to yield considerable economic and political gains
but also increases geopolitical and strategic interests for China. In order to understand
how the BRI advances China’s interests, this thesis tries to explore the reasons of
origin and content of the BRI. Secondly, it intends to discuss the difficulties China
faced when putting the Belt and Road Initiative into practice. Finally, it analyzes the

risks and challenges associated to BRI’s initiative implementation.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, geostrategic, the Silk Road Economic Belt, the
21st-century Maritime Silk Road, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
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