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The purpose of this study is to explore the learning and growth of participating members in
Heng-shan Study Circle.

Relevant data is collected by interactive discussion and multiple experience sharing of
participating members, action research conducted by the action research method, participant
observation and in-depth interviews. The data is then organized, summarized, analyzed, and judged by
Communicative Action Theory(Habermas), in which four validity claims are used as judging criterias
of learning effect in the study Circle.The operating mode starts from the participating members’taking
turns to guide reading each chapter,and then the whole members discuss, argue, criticize, and interact
with each other through the combination of experiences in the world of life. Based on the premise of
rational discussion and the principle of mutual respect and mutual subjectivity,the ideal situation
formed on a reasonable consensus by way of Communicative Action Theory is expected to be
reached.

To examine the effect of the study circle on individuals’ reflexive learning growth, the following
ways are applied: first, combining the influence of the implementation of the Communicative Action
Theory in the life world; second, unifying the relevant data collected by participant observation and
in-depth interviews; third, the qualitative analysis in which review, text reading, and interactive
review are used; finally, the theory of Reflexive Modernity (Giddens).

Keywords: Study Circle, Theory of Communicative Action, Reflexive modernization
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