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Abstract

This thesis examines the repentance ideas and practice of the Baoguang Chongzheng division in
Yiguan Dao. Its repentance ideas closely stick to the concepts of eschatology, karma and the trial for
merit and demerit.

In chapter two, I discuss that “the Decree of Golden Thread (tianming jinxian K443 )”is the
core of Yiguan Dao’s patriarch inheritance. After one of the second patriarchs of the Bai Yang, Sun
Huiming (f4Z5HH ), connected the Golden Treads and designated the foundation (pangen 548 );
she discovered that all living beings commit incalculable sins during the transmigration. Even if the
endeavor to cultivate throughout the whole life, the devotees cannot offset all the debts. Accordingly,
Sun entreated the Eternal Mother and the elder patriarch, Lu Zhongyi, to allow to set up the
repentance class. The class is for atoning by good deeds. For Yiguan Dao, 1948 is the Year of
Repentance, the first day of the first Chinese lunar month of the same year is the Month of
Repentance. From this year, all the temples which belong to the Decree of Golden Thread began to
hold the repentance classes.

The primary condition for attending the repentance class is to take an oath to be a life-long
vegetarian. To go on “life-long vegetarian” means not only to have plant-based diet, but also to
practice the physical, speaking and mindful principles. Through taking an oath, the devotees can
create a force of self-discipline. While attending the repentance classes, the devotees can redeem
their sins by three kinds of Dana. The beginning of the repentance rite is the Qingtan (z51g ) , that
is to create a holy space under Buddhas’ protection. After the Qingtan, the devotees can confess to
Buddha and burn the paper sheet in which their Dana is recorded.

The fourth chapter is the case study of the Baoguang Chongzheng division and its repentance
classes. The class of the Baoguang Chongzheng began in 1948. The leader of the Baoguang, Pan
Hualing (;&ZE#S ) , held the very first repentance seminar in Taiwan and his successor Chen

Wenxiang (PfSZ#F ) , also known by Taiwanese temples’ pivot  ( Shuniu fig4ft ) , continued. Chen



used to deliver repentance lectures on the true meaning of repentance, how to cultivate our innate
nature, and how to reconcile the predestined relationships when he was alive. Meanwhile, as the
Baoguang Chongzheng still remains the tradition of spiritual-writing, they also employ many scripts
(8132 ) of penitence ideas as their preaching materials.
All in all, the Baoguang Chongzheng’s repentance cares about the devotees’ body, mind and
spirit. It also promotes that, only if quitting slaughter and being vegetarian the adherents can redeem
the sins and change their fates. From individuals, the devotees can extend the way of practicing

good deeds to their families, to the societies and even the world via repentance.

Keywords: Yiguan Dao, Baoguang Chongzheng, repentance, the Decree of Golden Thread, Shuniu
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