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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study investigated the impact of implementation of self-directed
learning on students’ motivation in an elementary school located in central part of
Taiwan.

The goal of this study aimed to provide more understanding of how self-directed
learning played critical roles for the following aspects, i.e., accountability in their
learning, decision-making, setting goals, planning of their learning, selecting curriculum,
applying skills, self-monitoring, self-reflection and self-assessment. Participants were
three lead classroom teachers, three students and three parents from 2nd, 4™ and 6™ grade
respectively. Data were collected through the students’ portfolio, semi-structured
interview, and students’ self-directed study plan. Data were analyzed through a discourse
analysis approach.

The finding showed that the self-directed learning prepared students to develop
problem-solving skills, decision-making skills, critical thinking, motivation and
confidence. This study also confirmed that the self-directed learning also prepared

students’ readiness for the holistic education.

Keywords: self-directed learning, learning motivation, ARCS motivation model,

self-regulatory cycle
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