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Abstract

This research aims at evaluating the interrelationship between indigenous
landholders and Han-Chinese leaseholders as well as its general economic
implications through the case study of Wanfeng village, a Bunun tribe in Renai
Township, central Taiwan. To achieve research goals, | first collect and review
literature related to the topic in order to build up the overall theoretical framework of
the study. Next, | take document analysis and in-depth interview as my
methodological tools, and design interview questionnaires to carry out fieldwork in
the village. Participants in this research have various backgrounds, including Han
leaseholders, Bunun landholders and Bunun peasants employed by Han leaseholders.

Research Outcomes:
First: The Impact of Land-Leasing on the Village

1. Land-leasing has tremendously reshaped the livelihood of the tribe. The analysis of
this impact should serve as a reference point for future economic development.

2. Interviews reveal that the main reason for villagers to rent out their farmland is to
generate revenue from the vacant property.

3. The employment of local peasants by Han-Chinese leaseholders has become an
important job opportunity for villagers, which boosts the overall economy of the tribe.

Second: Further Suggestions on Different Models and New Ways of Investment

1. High-economic crops are directions worth trying. Potentially, it could benefit the
village economy largely.

2. Tourism is an alternative way of collaboration, for example, opening up camping
sites with investors or collaborating with local artists. It not only brings about higher
return on investment, but also creates more diverse landscapes in terms of land usage.

3. Besides collecting monetary rent, local landholders could take up more important
roles for their own sake. While Han-Chinese leaseholders invest the land, landholders
could ask to be in charge of the cultivation and share the harvest with the investor. In
this case, the profit will be much higher than simply collecting the rent.

Keywords: Indigenous people leased land Han people influence return my

land
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