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On Mou Zongsan’s Thought of Substance
and Practice to Lao -zi's Tao De Jing

Abstract

My thesis study on Mr. Mou Zongsan interpreted
Lao-zi's Tao De Jing and took ‘wu’ ( & ) as the primary
concept of Lao Zi's thought. All Lao-zi's words ‘tao’ and
‘de’ (48 ) are inseparable from ‘wu’, and the wisdom of
Lao-zi's ‘wu’ is due to Zhou's cultural collapse. Because
Lao-zi sees the chaos and disasters caused by making
conscious behaviors, he wants to use wu wisdom to solve
obstacles in order to clear the world and settle the
people’s livelihood. Therefore, ‘wu’ 1is practical
conception and practical inner state. Actually, Lao-zi’s
‘wu’ is the tao, and the ‘de’ is as the tao. Therefore,
Lao-zi’s metaphysical character should belong to the
inner state form rather than the objective being. Even if
Lao-zi’s words that tao create all things, these
cosmological statements are also not the objective being
has always said that the metaphysical entity creates all
things, and rather it is the saint who observes the
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self-living and self-growth and self-help of all things
with the mysterious virtues of the wu, it is the ‘creating
without creator’ or the meaning of ‘Tao is always
creating with wu-wei ( & % ) ’. Lao-zi's metaphysics of
inner state does not have the way of objective being and
its creativeness, so his thought of substance and practice
use are based on the substance as the practice or the
substance is the practice. Because of this, Mr. Mou said
that Lao-zi's metaphysics only has the practice without
entity, or there are the practice as virtual entity. Therefore
the ‘creating without creator’ is described as ‘the
fulfillment of the practice’ or ‘the preservation of the
practice’, and for this reason, the Lao-zi’s words that
anti-sacred, anti-wise, anti-benevolence,
anti-righteousness and so on, it is not the negative of the
actual reality, but the effect of the practice of remove
mind-obstacle in order to complete life, and it like as
Wang-bi’s save sacred without sacred, save benevolence
without benevolence. Also, Lao-zi’s rhetoric of ‘right
words as opposed’ that a well-known saying ‘mother
keeps the child’.

Keywords: Contemporary Neo-Confucianism, Mou
Zongsan, Tao De Jing, inner state, Metaphysics.




