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The Impact of Compensatory Travel on Wilderness: The
Investigation of Educational Intervention on Campers’

LNT Awareness
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b Master, Department of Leisure, Recreation & Tourism Management, Southern Taiwan

University of Science & Technology

Abstract

Facing the phenomenon of compensatory travel caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
popular recreational hiking and camping destinations attract many visitors and increase
intensive negative impacts on environment. Leave No Trace (LNT) takes environmental
protection as the starting point and strives to reduce the damage to the nature when engaging
with tourists, such as hiking, mountain climbing, and camping. The purpose of this paper is to
investigate the campers‘’ LNT awareness, and examine the impact of educational briefing. The
study aimed to investigate college students and the snowball sampling was used. The research
data were analyzed with IBM SPSS Statistics 27.0, including descriptive statistics, test of
validity and reliability, and one-way ANOVA. The results showed that participants had high
scores in all seven LNT principles but “travel and camp on durable surfaces”. After the
intervention of different types of briefings, the scores of "video presentation" and "brochure
reading" were significantly higher than "oral presentation " and "no briefing ". It is expected
that through the different types of educational intervention, the purposes of LNT can be reached

and the environmental damage are more likely to be reduced.

Keywords: leave no trace; educational interventions; compensatory travel, environmental

conservation
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