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Abstract

The relationship between the Self and other is the realistic
basis of ethics discourse. Aristotle advocated "friends as another
self" in "Nicomachean Ethics", and " he is related to his friend as
to himself ", so there is no conflict between "self-love” and "love
of others" in Aristotle’s virtue ethics. But on the other hand, the
Western tradition of contract theory takes "rationality and
self-interest” as the highest priority of human behavior, and
moral behavior is but a means to achieve happiness. The conflict
between selfishness and altruism is finally reflected in the
"Adam Smith problem": that is, "The Wealth of Nations" takes
"self-interest” as the humanity basis of economics; but "The
Theory of Moral Sentiments” regards "altruism™ as the root of
human nature of moral philosophy, so does human economic life
and ethical actions necessarily contradict each other? Is
"altruism” equivalent to a correct ethical choice? The main
purpose of this article is to examine the classical and
contemporary ethical issues of self and the other, a classical and
contemporary Western ethical issue: from Fromm's investigation
of the social psychological evolution of self-interest and altruism,
to the phenomenological reflection on the human nature
presupposition of contemporary moral philosophy, and then
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from Levinas' reflection on Western ethics in comparison with
the wisdom of classical Eastern Confucianism, to clarify the
nature of ethical phenomena. Compared with the ethical point of
view of the Western philosophy of subject, the so-called
"benevolence” in the Analects reveals a more primitive
phenomenon: apart from the duality of "self-interest/altruism”,
there are other possible forms of connection between the self and
loving
people” can better show the origin of the ethical phenomenon.

the other, perhaps the "benevolence™ of Confucius

Keywords: ethics, self, other, ethics, self-interest, altruism.
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