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of Zu-Xi’s Theory of Human Nature
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Abstract

The purpose of the Paper is to explore Wang Ting-siang’s criticism and limitation of
Zu-Xi’s theory of human nature. Based on this, the Paper is divided into four sections to
explore Wang Ting-siang’s criticism and limitation of Zu-Xi’s theory of human nature:
First, the Paper points out how Wang Ting-siang refuted Zhu Xi’s “Human Nature is Ti-
anLi (Xin Ji Li)” from “Human Nature derives from Qi” from the difference between Zhu
Xi and Wang Ting-siang in Li-Qi Theory. Second, due to the fact that Wang Ting-siang
considered Zhu Xi’s theory to have originated from the misreading of Mencius’s theory
of human nature, on one hand, he re-interprets Gaozi’s theory of human nature, on the
other hand, and he also advocates that Mencius is also not part of the theory of the original
goodness of human nature. The Paper attempts to point out how Wang Ting-siang pre-
sents the arguments for the “theory of original goodness of human nature” from the “the-
ory of good and bad human nature. Third, due to that Wang Ting-siang does not determine
the moral behavior of human from the general moral nature of human, he does not think
that human moral practice must be established based on the resumption of moral good-
ness. He, on the other hand, advocated that it must go through external moral regulations

and the human moral cognitive ability to allow people to be on the path of goodness. This
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is his basic position of using ‘“human nature derives from habit” to refute the “Theory of
Restoring Human Nature”. Fourth, after the Paper has analyzed the criticism of Wang
Ting-siang on Zhu Xi’s theory of human nature, it also attempts to explore the limitation
of Wang Ting-siang’s limitation of the theory of human nature. It expects a complete pre-
sentation of Wang Ting-siang’s insights and limitations on the issue of the theory of hu-

man nature through the abovementioned four sections.

Keywords: Zhang Zai, Differentiation of Li, Qi, Natural disposition, Moral nature
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