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On Development and Practiceof Classics

Reading Education in M oder n Teaching environment

Te-Ho Chen*

Abstract

The classics-reading education has became the cultural activity in modern Chinese
world, and all Chinese should treasure it. Although the classics-reading education could
be think as recitations or study of classics, the continuation of reading traditional clas-
sics and the practice of classics wisdom should be the real meaning of classics-reading
education. The classics-reading education focuses on the formation of personality after
all, therefore it takes the life world as practical area, and the classics that such as Con-
fucians, Taoism and Buddhism have the priority of promoting interior. The classics-
reading education could be divided into word-reading and text-reading, the latter is her-
meneutic activity that not only interpreting cultural classics with epistemic understand-
ing, but also having practical testimony. The classics-reading education which have hu-
manistic spirit of classics and wisdom of subjectivity constructs the core of general
education, achieves the holistic education, and forms the main classes of classics-teach-
ing. The classics-reading education connects with life education which involve in the
enlightenment of philosophical wisdom, the respect of religious consciousness, and the
harmony of life personality. The philosophy of Lao-zi, for example, has the philosoph-
ical wisdom about cultural therapeutics, reality of heaven of religious consciousness,

and integrity of personality which should be humble to everything in life.

Keyword : Classics-reading education, Life world, General education, Life education,

Philosophical wisdom, Religious consciousness, Integrity of personality
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