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A Self-Narrative Inquiry into the Professional Growth of a
Preschool Educator in a Rural Kindergarten

ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the career development of a preschool educator in a
rural kindergarten through a self-narrative inquiry, analyzing the developmental
experiences, mental journey, and role transitions in various stages, as well as reflecting
on professional growth experiences and providing suggestions for preschool educators
and institutions.

Employing a self-narrative inquiry research method, the study starts with a review
of significant events and experiences in the subject's life, followed by data collection,
examination, editing, and interpretation, and ultimately contextualizing life experiences.
The narrative process is divided into three stages: pre-service, in-service, and current,
based on the researcher's career in preschool education. The pre-service stage includes
the subject's background and education process, while the in-service stage is divided
into three phases: teaching for 1-10 years, 11-20 years, and 21 years to present. The
current stage consists of graduate studies and serving as an administrative leader.

The findings reveal that: 1) during the pre-service stage, the researcher's childhood
and educational experiences were influenced by family background, educational history,
and various accumulated experiences, leading to the determination to pursue a career
in early childhood education and laying the foundation for future professional
development; 2) during the in-service stage, the subject improved their professional
competence and attitude through continuous learning, observation, classroom
management, and educational practice, gradually shaping their educational values and
role identity; 3) in the current stage, the subject challenges themselves to pursue
professional growth through graduate studies and the role of administrative leader, and
expands into new professional areas.

Finally, the researcher offers suggestions for preschool educators, supervisory
authorities, newcomers, and future research. Through these suggestions, the study
hopes to provide a reference for educational practice and future research, better
understand the importance of early childhood education, and implement these ideas in
actual work, aiming to create a high-quality educational environment that allows
children to thrive in a more comprehensive education system and contribute to the

future of society.

Keywords: rural kindergarten, preschool educator, Professional Growth, Self-

Narrative Inquiry
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