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ABSTRACT

This research aims to explore the current status of the Salvation Ritual of Sai-Kong in
Yunlin's Xiluo Hoklo and Erlun Zhaoan Hakka Shakya Clan. Sai-Kong, as a professional
deacon, has played a crucial role in funeral ceremonies from ancient times to the present. They
conduct the Shakya Clan's rituals during the Salvation Ritual, making it an essential cultural
aspect of funeral practices. However, a lack of understanding among the general public often
leads to misconceptions, with many mistaking Sai-Kongs for Taoist priests. Additionally, the
modern demand for funeral rites has shifted towards simplicity and speed, resulting in the
gradual decline of the Shakya Clan's significance in funeral rituals.

The development of the Shakya Clan in Taiwan can be traced back to the Ming and Qing
Dynasties when Han Chinese immigrants brought this culture to the island. During the
development of Yunlin's Xiluo and Erlun regions, residents were divided into Hoklo and
Zhaoan Hakka, with the Hoklo being the majority. In order to sustain their livelihood, Zhaoan
Hakka Sai-Kongs began learning Hoklo, leading to a blending of funeral rituals between the
two groups. However, due to changes in time, the rise of other religions, and shifts in social and
economic structures, the Shakya Clan's practices in funeral rites have gradually waned,
particularly among the Zhaoan Hakka in Erlun, where only a few Sai-Kongs remain.
Nevertheless, the cultural value of the Shakya Clan goes beyond performing good deeds,
reciting scriptures, and handling religious artifacts; it serves as a bridge between families and
the deceased through the Salvation Ritual, conveying the culture of filial piety and the
significance of life and death. Therefore, documenting this cultural heritage that has been
passed down for over a hundred years is one of the primary objectives of this research.

This study employs field surveys and qualitative in-depth interviews as the primary
research methods. Through in-depth interviews with experienced Sai-Kongs, the study aims to

understand the origins, inheritance, and current development of the Shakya Clan in Xiluo and
\Y



Erlun districts. Additionally, the study observes and records over ten complete Shakya Clan's
Salvation Rituals performed by Hoklo and Zhaoan Hakka Sai-Kongs, identifying the
similarities, differences, and the reasons behind the gradual decline of the rituals.

After data organization, summarization, and analysis, it was found that besides language
differences, the Salvation Rituals of the Hoklo and Zhaoan Hakka in Xiluo and Erlun share
common elements but also possess distinctive characteristics unique to each region. Despite the
trend of ritual decline due to language loss, social transformations, and a lack of successors,
this research reveals that the Sai-Kongs continue to educate filial responsibilities through rituals
such as "Da-xie-Pen" and "Shouldering Scriptures.” Moreover, they play a consoling role in
alleviating mourners' grief during the funeral ceremonies, underscoring the importance of

preserving this cultural heritage.

Keywords: Shakya Clan, Salvation Ritual, Hoklo, Zhaoan Hakka, Sai-Kong
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