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Abstract

Every family with an individual on the autism spectrum hopes that their child
can live independently in adulthood. However, this requires them to possess basic
self-care abilities and have a stable income to sustain their lives. Nevertheless, many
individuals with mild autism, despite having good self-care skills, face difficulties
when seeking employment due to their disability traits.

Furthermore, siblings without disabilities also need to learn how to care for their
family members with autism during their upbringing. In adulthood, they may even
assume the responsibility of caregiving, potentially becoming the primary caregivers.
This shift in responsibility can create significant stress and impact the lives and career
development of non-disabled siblings.

For this study, the film "Guang," based on a true story from Malaysia about
autism, was selected as the research subject. Camera analysis and semiotics were
employed to examine the pressures faced by individuals with autism and their non-
disabled siblings in the film.

The first research question of this study examines which ASD character traits,
behavioral patterns, and employment pressures are represented in the film "Guang."
Through the analysis of the film, it has been identified that the portrayed character
traits and behavioral patterns align with the definition of ASD, including social and
communication impairments, as well as restricted and repetitive behaviors, interests,
or activities. The film also depicts the savant syndrome associated with ASD, with the
protagonist, Guang, possessing exceptional absolute pitch.

The exploration of the pressures faced by individuals with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) in employment examines personal factors, environmental factors, and
developmental factors. Personal factors encompass elements such as the individual's
beliefs, employment motivations, talents, alignment of interests, work experience, as
well as ASD-related social communication and interaction challenges, characterized
by restricted and repetitive behaviors, interests, or activities, and intense focus-
oriented traits.

Environmental factors include workplace culture, job content, and working
conditions, among others. Developmental factors are further divided into intrinsic

processes, which encompass socialization levels, self-determination abilities, and
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developmental opportunities, and extrinsic processes, which involve employment
opportunities, labor markets, and policy welfare.

In the film, "Guang," there are five instances of job opportunities for Wen
Guang. Firstly, he interviews at a flower shop, but due to his dislike of flowers and his
lack of employment motivation at the time, he quickly fails. Secondly, he works as a
dishwasher at a night market. Although Wen Guang has the motivation to work, he
faces challenges such as personal inefficiency, communication and interaction
difficulties, unfriendly workplace culture, and unfavorable job conditions.
Additionally, due to Wen Guang's intense focus-oriented traits, he steals a cup
disregarding social order, resulting in his dismissal.

The third opportunity is an interview at a café. Despite Wen Guang dressing
neatly for the occasion, the manager lacks understanding of ASD and believes that
jobs involving human interaction are not suitable for individuals with ASD, thus
unwilling to provide employment opportunities to Wen Guang. The fourth opportunity
is working as a shop assistant at Tony's store. However, on his way to work, Wen
Guang becomes distracted by a glass cup (B) and forgets to show up for work. Upon
returning home, he has a conflict with his brother and subsequently runs away from
home to focus on creating a water glass piano.

These four job opportunities all end in failure, and during the interview
processes, Wen Guang experiences significant pressure and discrimination, vividly
portraying the employment difficulties faced by individuals with ASD. It is not until
the fifth job opportunity as a piano tuner, where his interest and talent in piano align
with the job requirements, and the structured work process caters to his preferences as
an individual with ASD. Most importantly, the workplace culture is friendly, and the
supervisor is willing to provide employment opportunities and trust Wen Guang,
allowing him to showcase his strengths and achieve excellent work efficiency. Even
when Wen Guang travels to various households to tune pianos and interacts with
different customers, he is capable of performing his duties.

In this portrayal, the director breaks the stereotypical impression society may
have of individuals with ASD and demonstrates that ASD is not incompatible with
interacting with others. Rather, it depends on whether society is willing to provide
opportunities and accept individuals with ASD in a friendly manner, allowing them to
attempt jobs that involve engaging with people.

Research question 2 focuses on the pressures faced by non-disabled siblings of
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individuals with ASD as portrayed in the film "Guang." The younger brother, from a
young age, has had to assist in taking care of Wen Guang. If he mocks or ridicules
Wen Guang, he will be punished by their mother. Family conflicts frequently arise,
and after their mother's passing, the younger brother is left alone to bear the
caregiving pressure. Additionally, he worries about having potential ASD genes,
which leads to doubts and refusal regarding marriage and having children.
Furthermore, due to Wen Guang's eccentric behaviors, the younger brother also faces
discrimination and social relationship pressures from different perspectives.

Moreover, as Wen Guang remains unemployed until the age of 27, the younger
brother shoulders the financial burden. In order to facilitate the care for Wen Guang,
the younger brother makes sacrifices and compromises in his career, opting for
flexible but low-income and less promising jobs. This increases the economic burden
and financial pressure on the younger brother, as he struggles to support both himself
and Wen Guang.

Research question 3 examines the use of symbolic metaphors in the film
"Guang." The author identifies several metaphors employed in the film:"Guang"
symbolizes Wen Guang himself, his care by his younger brother, and their future
hopes."Interior spaces" symbolize the emotional distance and barriers between the
brothers."Ink characters" symbolize the inner thoughts and feelings of Wen
Guang."Bus" symbolizes a diverse and multicultural society that promotes mutual
respect."Video game console" symbolizes the emotional connection between the
brothers and the loneliness experienced by the non-disabled sibling."Fish" symbolizes
the social needs of Wen Guang, his younger brother, and their need for social
interaction."Glass" symbolizes barriers, pretense, fragility, beauty, and the experiences
of every individual. These symbols are utilized in the film to convey deeper meanings
and emotions related to the characters' experiences and relationships.

The film "Guang" effectively uses symbolic metaphors to provide viewers with a
deeper understanding of ASD and the challenges faced by individuals and their
families. It also breaks societal stereotypes by conveying that ASD individuals are not
isolated or self-contained, but rather have social needs, friendships, and diverse
interests. The film dispels notions of pity and showcases that individuals with ASD
can find joy, achieve independence, excel in various occupations, and possess unique
interests and perspectives. By offering more care and support, ASD individuals can

demonstrate remarkable abilities.



The director also hopes that through "Guang," a message can be conveyed to
inspire viewers to contemplate and reflect. The intention is to discourage the labeling
and segregation of individuals with and without disabilities as normal or abnormal.
Instead, it encourages recognizing that everyone has their own unique personality and
promoting mutual respect. By fostering a society that is more inclusive,
understanding, and cohesive, the director envisions a greater acceptance of diversity.
Furthermore, the film encourages ASD families to approach life's challenges with

optimism and a positive mindset, aiming to overcome obstacles effectively.

Keywords: The film about individuals with ASD, Lens analysis, Semiotics
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