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The Modernity and Nihility in Lu Hsun and Eileen

Chang’s Literatures

Hou, Tzuoh-Jen

Associate Professor, Department of Literature
Nan-hua University

Abstract

Modernity, originated in the West, has become a worldwide trend, and influenced
the modern literature in China. The various aspects of modernity could be observed
from literatures. The expression of modernity in Chinais often a fumbled attempt to
establish the images of the new culture in the collapse of old cultura order. The gap
between the new and old cultures often result in the loss of values, thus, nihility,
which is similar to the Modern Literature in the West.

Lu Hsun and Eileen Chang are important writers in the New Literature in China,
and two paradigms of modernity. Their literatures touched the collision of the new and
old cultures, and expressed pessimistic nihility, which showed the attitudes of farmers
to townspeople toward modernity in Chinain 1920s to 1940s. This paper intended to
analyze the modernity and corresponding nihility in Lu and Chang’s literatures, the
origins and expressions, and the connotations, thus, further understand the modernity
reflected in the New Literature in China

keywords : LuHsun - Eileen Chang ~ Modernity ~ Nihility
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