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Illustrate a principle of “Romance of West Chamber”
‘Repeat the plot three times’ with examples

Lin Tsung-Yi

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Prouidence University

Abstract

In 1997.the China author,Tu,Kuei-Chen took this phrase, ‘repeat the plot three times’.
He believed that Chinese traditional novel has to go through ‘repeat the plot three
times’ before the end of the novels.

In “the definition ofthe Chinese traditional number ‘three’ and the novel’s
‘repeat the plot three times’ style”and “the development and esthetics of the novel”,
the author wrote a lot about ‘repeat the plot three times’ style. This is why ‘repeat the
plot three times’ became a written style in Chinese.

From this phrase ‘repeat the plot three times’ one can see novels many human
interest——"The thing is but three” or “Three does not become the gift”. In the novel
one can many human interests and one will also see a lot of ‘repeat three times’ style.
By reading the novel one will know about what the book is talking about and the
development of the novel.

I'used “Romance of West Chamber™ to read, research and teach for many years.
This book also uses a lot of ‘repeat three times’ but I did not illustrate a principle with
examples that the book contained a lot of ‘repeat the plot three times’ style until

recently.

Key words © Romance of West Chamber = Wang.Shin-Fu repeat three times repeat

the plot three times  Jin,Sheng-Tan
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