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A Study on the Han’s Ethnical custom regarding “ no marriage
between people carrying common family name’ and “ adoption of
husband’s name”

Wey,Shih-Ping
Associate Prof,Department of Applied Japanese, Mingdao University

Abstract

When afamily name of a Han married woman is referred, what occurred to the people’s mind is
the traditional custom, “adoption of a husband’s family name’. Though difficult to trace its origin,
this custom is believed to have its existence since Eastern Han dynasty. Many scholars hold the
view that the purpose of such custom isto serve as the mark for the practice “ no marriage between
people carrying common family name, no support to the people with different family name”. This
research takes different view and attempts to explore the original essence of the two customs with
emphasis on their connection.

Briefly, the fact shows that marriage between people carrying the common family name is
certainly no taboo but quite a common practice. This is because the inter-racial marriages between
Han race and other tribes is incessant, the origin of the Han family names is complicated and no
more than thirty different family names are carried by half of the Chinese population. Doubt is cast
on the connection between the practice “ adoption of husband's family name” and that of “no
common family name marriage”. To keep the married woman’s maiden name is surely enough to
distinguish their identity. To adopt the husband’s name to avoid common family name marriageis a
redundant practice. Moreover, there had been various and inconsistent form to address married
women throughout history until the recent incorporation of the custom “adoption of husband’s
name’ into the draft of the civil code of the Republic of China. Since then, the custom was given
legal effect under our law.

Keywords Han race, married woman, family name, adoption of husband’s family name, no

marriage between people carrying common family name
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