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Allure of Senses and Restructure of Power
------ Analysis on Female Novelists’ Writing on “Olfaction” in
the 90’s of Taiwan

Wen-Chan Huang

Assistant Professor of the Department of Literature, Nanhua University

Summary
Just like Chu,Tien-hsin says “Those vivid memories were full of sensuality and smells,
totally different from those abstract words or articles written by the artists or writers.”
The rules of the world of senses were absolutely different from those of the world of
today’s society. The question is that which is real, and which is imaginary. Or, which

is current, and which is the future.

Maybe gender naturally influenced human beings’ sensitivity on senses. Therefore,
there were more female writers’ works focused on senses than male writers’ in Taiwan.
And among five senses, Olfaction, the sense of smell, was the most important writing
subject in observing and analyzing society’s transformation. Through writing on
Olfaction, female writers examined humanity, society, and values’ changes in the 90’s
of Taiwan. This study is focus on the meaning and implication of “Olfaction

Fictions”.

This study will discuss on whether the phenomenon, huge amount of “Olfaction
Fictions” appeared in the 90’s of Taiwan, has its intentions or messages. By
interpreting these fictions, we could examine how humanity diversified, and what
basic transformations occurred in Taiwan society during the turning of Centuries.
This study is based on the following three fictions: “The Splendors of Fin de Siecle”
by Chu, Tien-Wen, “Hungarian Water” by Chu,Tien-hsin, and “Tipsy Make-Up” by
Shi, Shu-qing.
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