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“The Embodiment of Relationship” of art:
A Cheng and his novel “Chess King”

Wang, Wen-Jen

Assistant professor General Education Center,

National Taitung Junior College

Abstract

“The Embodiment of Relationship” of art is a theory A Cheng devised
in the 1990s. Enumerating it points: the creation of art is a “shamanistic”
professionalism. While quietly observing the mundane world, the artist
must be capable of devolving deep into the root of traditional culture and

surpassing the rational state of life.

Based on this theory, after we gain another glimpse at A Cheng’s
signature work “The Chess King”, we notice that it not only embodies A
Cheng, and the final outcome of the young intellects during the time of
Cultural Revolution. A Cheng’s details describe the elements of popular
culture, such as, “food”, “chess” and the “knight-errant”, and we come to a
realization that A Cheng used mundane artistry “chess” as a metaphor of the

art creator’s inaccessible pursuit for a rational state and the urge to write.

Keywords : A Cheng ~ The Chess King ~ “The Embodiment of

Relationship” of art ~ mundane world
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