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The Transfor mation of Shari’ain
Malaysia-An Example of Colonial
M odernization

Yuan-Lin Tsal
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Abstract

This paper explores the complex diaectical relationship among
modernization, secularization and colonization in the light of the
transformation of Shari‘a in Malaysia. The first section makes some
theoretical remarks on the relationship between religious tradition and
modernization. | criticize the western socia scientific view of
secularization, trace its origin to Weber’ s theory of rationalization and
expose the West-centric epistemology implied in his Islamic studies.
Said' s post-colonialism is elaborated in my criticism as an alternative to
the Weberian discourse. The second and third sections examine those
theoretical statements within the Malaysian historical context. | briefly
summarize the basic content of Shari‘a in the medieval Muslim world
and analyze political, economic and religious factors to its introduction
to the Maay Peninsula, and then focus on the following three items: the
characteristics of Shari'a adopted by the Malaccan sultanate; the effect
of rationalization, created by the legal reform of the British colonidl
regime, to the Maay Shari'a system; the influence of the modernist
current of reformation from the Middle East to the Malay world. |
explain how these two reformist forces were consolidated into the two

rival camps. the secular nationaist and Islamic modernist, and
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emphasize the historica continuation from the colonia to the
post-colonial periods. My conclusion highlights that the contemporary
conflict between the West and the Muslim world should be understood
within the historical context of anti-colonialism in the Third World. So
we go beyond the limitation of the “modernity” discourse of the
mainstream Western academia and rethink the problems of

modernization encountered by native traditions in the Third World.
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