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The Meanings of “New Religious
Movements’ and Its Sociological
| mplications

Pen-Hsuan Lin*

Abstract

After the World War 11, there are many new religious groups around
the world. The topics about these new religious groups became an
important research field of sociology of religion. The meanings of “ New
Religious Movement” are explored from the sociological perspective in
this paper.

To avoid the ethical and theological judgments, sociologists use the
term “new religious movement” to refer these new groups instead of
“cult” preferred by media and common people.

In the western history, the occurrence of religious movements is a
norma phenomenon. Relative to the forward religious movements, the
religious movements occurred in the post WWII period are referred as
“"new’ religious movements”. The typology of “church-sect-cult” and its
limits to apprehend the new religious movements are also discussed.
Finaly, the reasons why new religious movements occurred are under
scrutiny.

Keywords: new religion, religious movement, new religious movement,
sociology of religion
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