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The Development of the M oral Uplifting
Society in the East Malaysia

Chih-Ming Chen’

Abstract

The Sarawak and Saba became in September, 1963, part of Malaysia
and together form the East Malaysia. According to local historical studies,
Chinese immigrants came to this region a few hundred years ago.
Nowadays, the Chinese people here no longer speak the language their
ancestors spoke, because their custom and habits have been Malaysianized.
However, their obvious Chinese word character “ Moral* ( ) is till
preached by Divine Pen( ) even now. The magjority of local Chinese
people still worships Chinese gods such as Mazu( ) and Kuankon(

)just as their ancestors did. They believe in Chinese Taoism. The Mora
Uplifting Society ( ) has been spread out from Hong Kong through
Thailand and Malaysia to the whole Southeast Asia since World War |1 and
is now the biggest and the most important religion in the region, with the
Purple Series ( ) being its mgjor section. In the East Malaysia the
Society is facing the problem of either modernizing its religion or
preserving its traditional folk worship. Anyway, the Society here has got a
large progress in this regard, and has exerted powerful influence on the

local society. It isthe aim of this paper to enquire into the development of
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the Society in the region.
Keywords: the Moral ( ), the Mora Uplifting Society ( ), the
Purple Series ( ), Divine Pen ( )



