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The Thinking Model of Interpreting Confucian
Canons By [-Kuan Tao -- “Ultimate” and “Un-
Ultimate”

Chung Yun-Ying®

Abstract

This study is about the thinking model of I-Kuan Tao through the works of

interpreting Confucian canons by I-Kuan Tao.

The perspective of interpreting canons for “Ultimate” and “Un-Ultimate”
is the core of [-Kuan Tao’s thinking system. The belief of “Ultimate” is
based on the doctrine of “Nature is Principle”. [-Kuan Tao’s works
describes the “Ultimate ” of human and the importance of returning to the

“Source”.

In I-Kuan Tao’s perspective, the ”Li-Tien”(ZE! =) is the principle and the
sacred space, it is the “Ultimate” of the universe. The “Qi-Tien”(3~\) is

the universal space, the “Xiang-Tien”(44~) is the phenomenon of the

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Linguistic and
Literature, YZU
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world, these two are the “Un- Ultimate”. In [-Kuan Tao’s perspective,
the “Ultimate” of human is from “Li-Tien” , so everyone is pure and
perfect. The ”Qi-Tien” is variable, therefore, this space exists both virtue
and evil. The “Xiang-Tien” is the phenomenon of the world, the space
exists evil, the human beings live in this space with desires, it makes the
world worse and worse.  So, the goal of a religion believer is to return to

the “Ultimate”.

“Ultimate” and “Un- Ultimate” is the core of the canon interpretation of
[-Kuan Tao, the thinking model is including all the thoughts of I-Kuan Tao.
Sometimes, in order to preach the religious doctrines, [-Kuan Tao could
not follow the traditional interpretation, but the new interpretation makes

the Confucianism canons presents an alternative view.

Keywords: Ultimate, Un- Ultimate, I-Kuan Tao, Li-Tien, Qi-Tien,

Xiang-Tien.



