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The Per spectives of Hospice and
Palliative Car e of General
Practitionersin Yin Lin

Hsu, Huang-Wen" Chang,Chun-Lang”~ Lin, Tzy-Miao

Shen, Hsueh-Er

Abstract

Hospice and palliative care is an active total care of patients whose
diseases is not responsive to curative treatment. The goal of hospice and
palliative care is the achievement of the best possible quality of life for
patients and their families thru control of pain and other physical
symptoms, and palliation of psychological, social and spiritual problems.
The leading cause of death in Taiwan is cancer, and there are 36375
Taiwanese dying of cancer in 2004. The goal of estimated coverage by
hospice and palliative care services in Taiwan national cancer control
program within next five years is the achievement of fifty percent
coverage rate from the current twenty percent.

There are 1747 persons died of cancer in Yin Lin in 2004. Because

of only one district general hospital providing hospice home care and
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Hospice Care Team, 4. Community Health Construction, St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
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Hospice Care Team, 4. Community Health Construction, St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
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four hospice palliative care specialists, the accessibility of hospice and
palliative care is obviously inadequate. General practitioners-based
community palliative care and home care are the essential approach for
the expansion of community hospice and palliative care, and are also the
one of important strategies in enhancing the coverage by hospice and
palliative care.

In order to understand the perspectives of hospice palliative care of
general practitioners (GPs) in Yin Lin, their willingness to serve as a
terminal care physician, and their barriers in the practice of the terminal
care, the postal questionnaires were used for data collectioin in this
study. The results of this study revealed that 99.4% GPs agreed with the
principles of hospice and palliative care and 58.3% GPs were willing to
care for terminally ill patients. We presented our initial study and
discussed for reference in the development of community hospice and

palliative care in Taiwan.

Key words: general practitioners, hospice and palliative care
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