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To Keep It or Not ?

On Woman'’s Right to Decide Fetus’ Life

Chang, Sue-May" Chen, Hui-Tzu™

Abstract

In Taiwan, it is estimated that there have been hundreds of thousands
of abortions taken place each year since the government passed the
Genetic Health Law. Nonetheless, the reasons of the majority of those
abortions were not due to protecting the health of the pregnant women
or family life, which is of the spirit of the law, but because of the effects
of aborting the “unwanted” children. The law seems to be overused,
consequently, affecting many innocent lives. It is worthwhile to
reconsider the fetus’ right of life from various perspectives.

This paper explores the fetus’ right of life from three aspects. First, it
analyzes the core value of the Genetic Health Law and its impacts.
Second, it studies several perspectives ranging from law, religion, life
ethics, medical practice, female’s right of choice, and psychology. Third,
it also explores women’s autonomy and options to a fetus’ life. Finally,
by emphasizing both pro-prevention and post-consultation, multiple

approaches to address the issue are also proposed in the paper.

Associate Professor, Department of Education, National Kaohsiung Normal
University
k.

Graduate Student majoring in Life Education in the Department of
Education, National Kaohsiung Normal University
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Hopefully, by introducing those ideas, when dealing with abortion,

people can be respectful of both mother’s choices and fetus’ right of life.

Key words: Abortion, Genetic Health Law, Induced abortion,
Life ethics, Life education
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