Wb B X ALE
KAERIBRELSRE
SHE BES

ik 22

1991 417 B B 58 A B2 73 BE 9 H B S A b e B2 Y 8 P o
b EEEERR 0 TR RE - E A E E AR
TP ERAM A GG 2 AHETE ? N E R A ILERE 7 | B
W5 0 S RN S ER T R TR S U BRZI S - B
[ #E AR A R R SR iR -

R EEEIEE - ATE T ASCELE - Ll T (EES)
ap i ) o EE = AE T ENESR o £ (ARSI R By A )
SEAEEHE - (S EEYE TR b S IR e T RS
P SGHA T AR - (ER ARG " 2HrE
iy 2 PR A R AR A E A AR LR
SRR Ry R B 15 2 ASIR RIS 8 At B TR AT 95 (R A B = U2
FAEN AT EI BT RO BB 0E 2 B R JTIRE " 2R AE
Ay ?

H2R - BRSSP T BRAAERRE IR i am T - s a T
Hfm B H P AR LCER RAIER - S EBR - BIEREEH
FUTERITE Bl R ¥ AR A 152 72 — e T TEERR CRWE 2 FR 2 BR Lo i B

A S E LT YL T



8 4mBHiy | EAH

AR LRIBA GRIZ B —

TR > il oh [ PR S A B ol S i ( (E By i 2 - SE FH
FREIRIRHY] > RS TR B S B R AR RRV R RE - Ft
T3 AN BB - A Ry ] O H e B R T s RE = BIAE D
B AR LA B A R A B 3

TR - BAFINEE e B E AR R R R TR - —
JiiE st RS IR R ST o E e E A - —(E
BRI  S5—J5mE - i E R E A SR SIRE T e
B, o N - EEi s i YR IE TE S e mh & R Ak AR AR IR A
PG FERE & thE 2K - S H LRk & A R A (E(E R
¥+ o M52 Ent SRR o AR DUERLEEFE A - IO
H R A A YR TR - 1A B T (R AE AR B B
L AT & RE A 8 HH 2B R YLt & B R SN IR =
HUFG R ©



BRSBTS R EMRR A 9

On Patterns of Idea of Ultimate
Concern from Chinese Cultural
Perspective

Jin, Guan Tao" Liu, Qing Feng™

Abstract

In 1991, at the International Conference concerning the Outlook of
Chinese Culture, held in the University of Hawaii, Professor Charles W.
H. Fu (Fu Weixun) said, “Since death is something each individual must
face, why do we not discuss it? Why do we not study it? Why do we not
let it stand as an open topic?” At the time, his statement caused a great
controversy among us, but today, the profound concepts and
philosophies behind the great debate has embarked on a journey of
exploration regarding the ultimate concern.

Owing to Professor Fu’s thinking, the framework for this paper
arises; we will investigate “Fu’s proposition” from three aspects. In his
book “The Studies of Life and the Life of Learning”, Fu questions a
phenomenon, which involves the tendency for the Chinese to ignore or
turn a blind eye to the “life of learning.” Both Eastern and Western
cultures have the “studies of life”, but why do the cultures of the East

not have the “life of learning”? Therefore, the first proposition is as
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follows: Why have oriental thoughts not made the pursuit of knowledge
the ultimate concern as their counterparts in Ancient Greece have?
Between making the pursuit of knowledge the ultimate concern and the
Hebrew religions, is there a intimate and inseparable connection?

Secondly, from German sociologist Max Weber’s renowned critique
on the birth of Western modernity, emphasizing the role of Protestant
ethic in the formation of Western spirituality, Fu poses the question:
what is the relationship between the formation of East Asian modernity
and the ultimate concern? Therefore, the concern of the relationship
between the ultimate concern and modernization becomes the second
proposition.

Lastly, using the Chinese historical experience to investigate Fu’s
second proposition, his deep concern about China, especially the
urgency regarding the future direction for contemporary Chinese culture,
through the cleansing and refinement of time, becomes the third
proposition; i.e., to reconstruct, within contemporary Chinese culture,

the ultimate concern.
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