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The Development of a Localized
Version of the Afterlife Belief Scale
for Undergraduate Students.

Ven. Huei Kai’

Is there life after death? If so, what will it be like? Does a world
exist there? Are there a heaven and a hell? Is there Hades, Yama, or
Reaper as the judge of the dead? Is it true that there is reincarnation after
death? Since the beginning of time, people have pondered over these
questions but have not been able to find an answer. To tackle questions
such as “Is there an afterlife?” or “What is the condition like in
afterlife?” from a pure academic perspective and hope to obtain a
precise and objective answer will be a lofty challenge. Nevertheless,
everyone must have, to some extent, their personal & subjective opinion
about this issue. These opinions can in turn serve a cultural and a
religious role during the socialization process of an individual. They can
also affect how one lives his or her life. Therefore, concerning the
various issues closely related to the field of modern life-and-death
studies, one’s viewpoint and belief of his or her afterlife is an issue that
worth thorough investigation.

Since 1973, the General Social Survey (GSS) in the United States
has included ten questions regarding afterlife belief in their

Professor, Dept. of Life-and-Death Studies, Dean of Student Affairs,
Nanhua University.
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guestionnaire. The data provide important longitudinal information on
afterlife belief. Conversely, the studies of afterlife belief in Taiwan have
mainly been focused on religious, philosophical, and historical aspects.
No systematic evidence-based research has yet appeared. No research
instrument is currently available to facilitate this type of research.
Because of the differences in cultural backgrounds, research instruments
from foreign sources may not be suitable for use locally, and research
results from foreign studies should not be generalized to our population.
Therefore, the development of an afterlife belief scale based on
traditional afterlife view for use in our population can be regarded as the
start of a series of evidence-based studies.

Professor Ming-Chang Tsai conducted and published two pilot
studies on afterlife belief (in the “Chinese Journal of Mental Health” and
the “Chinese Annual Report of Guidance and Counseling™). The results
indicated that the translated Chinese version of the foreign afterlife
expectation scale was not fully suitable for use in the Taiwan population.
In light of the lack of measuring scale for native afterlife belief and the
need of such scale for evidence based research, a study (project number:
NSC95-2413-H-343-001-) funded by the National Science Council was
conducted to develop a native afterlife belief scale among undergraduate
students. The content and the construct of the Scale were based on
traditional afterlife view, evaluation of relevant foreign afterlife
expectation scales, and interviews with undergraduate students. The
Scale consists of 70 questions and 12 subscales with good reliability and
validity. Preliminary analysis has been conducted on a national sample
of undergraduate students using the scale. Normal values of the
undergraduate students have been compiled and will be served as a basis
for future investigations. This issue of the Journal invites Professor Tsai
to provide a review of his research in the article entitled “The
Development of a Localized Version of the Afterlife Belief Scale for
Undergraduate Students.” We believe that the development of the Scale
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will serve as an important beginning of a series of studies related to
afterlife belief and will be valuable for future local investigation of
afterlife belief.



