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The Theory of Confucius and Meng-
tzu's destiny thought and the
construction of Confucian
Logotherapy

Chia-Ming Chen”

Abstract

Dr. Viktor E Frankl’s Logotherapy mentions that everyone has a
desire to search for meanings. We call this desire “the will of meaning”.
Frankl believes that when people suffer from pain, he will find his own
“ultimate meaning”.

In this paper, we research Confucius and Meng-tzu's ( 75T )
discussion of destiny . In the thought of Confucius “Know the Mandate
of Heaven” (41K ) and Meng-tzu's “Set Up Your Destiny” (17
@) , we can find some ideas of Confucian Logotherapy's. Both
Confucius and Meng-tzu's destiny thoughts were inspired by the
experience of life. Especially through suffering, Confucius and Meng-
tzu found they had a mission from Heaven .For instance, Confucius says
“Heaven gave birth to the virtue within me...... ( RAFERF) “and
Meng-tzu says “ when Heaven is going to give a big responsibility to
someone....... (R ER AL 7.

The Confucian Logotherapy emphasizes the meaning of morality,

*

Post Doctoral Researcher, Department of Chinese Literature, National
Central University
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such as to Hold Our “Moral Original Mind” () . This is different
from Frankl's Logotherapy. In Frankl's opinion, everyone's “meaning of
life” is different. But in Confucian Logotherapy, the “ultimate meaning”

will only be one: that is, to become a sage.

Keywords: Logotherapy, Viktor E Frankl, destiny, Confucius,
Meng-tzu,The Relationships between Justice and
Fate
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