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The Theory and Practice of Religious Social
Conscience — An Example of the Course “Social

Conscience of Religion of St. John’s University

Che-Ming Chang

Holistic Education Center of St. John’s University.

Abstract

As one of the most important carriers of meaning, religion is inseparable from
politics, economics, education and culture. It is therefore the best topic for the holistic
education, particularly in the societal curriculum, in the university. Unfortunately, due
to the tendency of both the techniques-oriented and practical training in Taiwan's
vocational education system, religion, as an undergraduates' education, lacks its
deserved emphasis.

Ethics is a unique phenomenon developed in the human society. Although
mankind is natured to avoid harms and lean to benefits, human can only exist by
means of societal cooperation and learning their cultures. It is believed that chaos in
the given complicated human societies and cultures would be avoided by both
regulations and punishments of the laws, and the cultivation of religions. But, one
must ask the following questions: “Is it religion all about?” “Is religion an ethical
mean by which the governments apply to manipulate their people?” “Why a good and
pious act considered by one particular religion becomes a devastating evil in another
religion's eyes?” Religion hence should not be explained in such a skin-deep way that
prescribes “All religions are helping people to do good.”

Many scholars focus only on religions' societal structural function, neglecting its
transcendence characteristic and essence manifesting in the everlasting resistance
against all the secular cultures. It is this ethical practice that comes from
self-discipline, rather disciplined-by-others differentiates religious ethics from
so-called “Natural Law” or from the “Civil Law”. However, we also must be noticed
that the religious cannot be an outsider of the human world, pretending that they can
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be holy or think aloof from worldly affairs. Looking back into the history, we see no
lack of evidences that the religious had become a counter-testimony of what they
claim they believe.

Based on the above, this paper is intended to share the writer's experiences as a
lecturer of the class “Social Conscience of Religion” at St. John's University. The
paper applies anthropology, sociology, psychology, and religion ethics as pathways of
introspection, and focuses on societal problems and difficulties.

Keywords: Holistic Education, Religion, Moral, Ethics, Natural Law, Civil Law, Religion
Law
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