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A Comparative Study of Wang Long-shi’s and Luo Jin-shi’s Modes of Thought

Wang Long-shi and Luo Jin-shi were two outstanding followers of Wang Yang-ming. Both
maintain the doctrine of “Xian-zai liang-zhih” (virtuein presenting) , only articulate it in different
modes. According to the comment of Hwang Tzong-shi, Long-shi’s written words is better than his
speech, and Jin-shi’s speech is better than his words. This comment apparently does not reach to the
level of thought. Mou Tzong-san holds that the thoughts of Wang Long-shi are more transcendental
and more aoof, however, the thoughts of Luo Jin-shi are more refreshing, penetrating and
comprehensive. Although this view can delineate the stylistic difference of their thoughts, but the
essential differences of their thoughts are still in the dark. This study professes to undertake a
comprehensive comparison of the modes of thoughts of the two philosophers, including the
manifold aspects of their teaching styles, their visions of the ontological substance and their theories
of cultivation as a whole, in order to present a more clear picture of the genealogical development
of the school of Wang Yang-ming.

Kewywords : Wang Long-shi, Luo Jin-shi, virtue in presenting, Ti-hsian philosophy, modes of
thought
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