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Abstract

This purpose of this paper is to look into the representation and blind spots of the "Sage" culture. By the
investigation into related notions in Confucianism and Taoism, it is found that the notion of "Sage" is embodied in
the idea of Gestalt and is related to Wolfgang Iser's idea of self-relationship, which expresses receivers' projection
effects in experiences, as well as the progress of self-consciousness in terms of symbols and metaphors. The
complex of worship and the construction of Gestalt depend on how much the subject is involved. Different
viewpoints and attitudes of receivers have direct impacts on Gestalt. This is why there have been controversies

about the notion of "Sage".

The worship of sages can be discussed in terms of symbolic representation. Sages are related to
sorcerers/sorceresses, who are capable of communicating between Heaven and Earth and are the media among
Heaven, Earth and humans. A symbol itself is the representation of the society and the belief, and this makes the
abstract become concrete, the spiritual become material, and the individual become communal. The spiritual and

ethical essence of the community is further carried into the ideals or patterns of being humans, such as managing
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to be sages, being an inner sage so as to rule the outer world, pursuit of morals in the inner mind, the unity of
Heaven and Humans. In myths and in reality, any binary opposition is a mere symbol. However, once being

worshipped and mythologicalized, sages and canons turn sacred.

The understanding of this worship helps investigate the development of the modern Confucianism as well as
provide references to the ideas of chiefdoms and ritual symbols in the modern cultural studies. In all, this will

lead to the connection between the prototype of Sage and the ideal cultural personality.

Key words: Sage, prototype, cultural personality, Reception Aesthetics, sorcerer/sorceress
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Self-boundaries and Definition of Sage-Man Receptive Models
Lao Sze-kwang's General Cultural Perspectives and Cultural Personality in
Poetics

Abstract

For Lao Sze-kwang, the basic characteristic of Chinese philosophy is conductivity,
and this characteristic help humans fransform themselves.  Additionally, in the
development of cultures, there is no inevitable course. On the confrary, humans take
meaningful courses consciously. Cultures are human cultures, and their cores are
human self-consciousness. His general perspectives conduct us facing such a cultural
configuration as well as realizing the connection between self actions and cultural lives.
The total of all cultural activities is the root of cultural efforts.

Through Lao's hard-time poems, this paper looks into his philosophical life to
disclose what he calls "self fransformation" and "world transformation”. Lao's cultural
philosophy is a way of self-reflection. The self's supreme freedom and its supreme
being are both manifest, and the notion of inter-subjectivity and equality are further
interpreted to present the idea of juxtaposition of numerous spirits.

This paper examines the underlying continuants such heaven/humans,
object/subject and self/other to further discuss the notions of the ideal personality and
sages since pre-Chin Confucian and Taoist thoughts. The combination of humans and
sages is further examined as the proof of the sage-worship and the unity of heaven and
man.

Key word: Lao Sze-kwang, Sage-worship, Cultural Personality, General Cultural
Perspectives, Self-boundaries
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Dear Professors Lau, Wu and Lin,
MY CONTRIBUTION TO ;RIS $542 1™ - & Fiatl —;1 &

(AaAZRE TE ) T4 BN 2
—HF Rk T VAR B FE Y Y AR R )

With this letter confirmed by my signature below, I hereby:

1. assign the entire copyright including but not limiting to all the translation and subsidiary rights of my above-captioned
essay to Professors Kwok-ying Lau Z[B!, Wu Zhi-xue 7=, and Lin Bi-ling #= A] (hereinafter referred to as
the EDITORS) and authorize the EDITORS to use the material submitted by myself (as a contributing author) in the book
entitled &5 R FERE ™ & FAHE: ﬁﬁ“«i’% (hereinafter referred to as the WORK), to be published by The Chinese

University Press;

2. warrant that my essay is an original work and does not violate any existing copyright and that I am the sole owner of the
copyright therein and that I have not made any assignment or granted any licence in respect of any of the rights granted

herein;

3. agree not to receive any royalty or fees on the sale of the WORK and on the sale or lease of any of all its translation and

subsidiary rights and to receive one free copy of the WORK on its first publication.

My Current Address is : Sincerely yours,

oA 622 B R HR4Y 2 3280

(Signature)

(Name)

RS

(Date) 2008/10/29
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