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The Dislocated Cultural Consumption and Production ? : Exploring the

Mainland Chinese audiences’ reception of Taiwanese Hsiang -Tu-Ju
{ Unforgetable)

{ Abstract)

With the development of the media market regionalization, transborder television
exchange, including the flows of programming, talent, producer, and funding across
the nation-state’s border, seems a normal trend. However when a transborder TV
drama became a popular hit show in another society, the reasons became much more
complicated. This article employing a case study, aims to explore how the Mainland
Chinese audiences interpret and enjoy the { Unforgetable) , the longest prime-time
drama serial in Taiwan" s TV history which was exported to and aired in Mainland
China by CCTV as an exported drama , and unexpectedly gathered a huge fervent
fandom following.

( Unforgetable) belongs to a unique dramatic genre called Hsing-Tu-Ju * best
known for its using Hokkien as the language and emphasizing Taiwan nativism to
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appeal Taiwanese audiences . The first part of this article will employ a generic
analysis to explain the characteristics of Hsing-Tu-Ju, such as its origin and special
generic elements, especially its close relationship with Chinese melodrama; then the
second part of this article will investigate the future development of this unique
dramatic genre in the Greater China regional media market as a cultural product, and
how to compromise this kind drama’s Taiwanese nativist consciousness and Chinese
audience’s passionate receptions, regardless Hsing-Tu-Ju has long been seen as the
cultural product represents Taiwanese local cultural identity.

Regarding the TV industry’s producing method, Hsing-Tu-Ju utilized the advanced
rating technique to determine the next day’s storylines, emphasizing the satisfactions
of its audiences without considering the dramatic logics, this unique “broadcasting
through day-to day production” which cannot be operated under Mainland China’s
TV programme censorship policy. According to Mainland Chinese fans’ opinions,
this unique producing method made the storylines of{ Unforgetable) more attractive
and intense, rendering this transborder drama from Taiwan could satisfy its audiences’

emotion fulfillments and turned them into 1is habitual viewers.

Keywords: Hsiang -Tu-Ju - { Unforgetable) - the Greater China regional media
market ~ transborder TV drama -~ Taiwanese nativism
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