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Abstract
The project discusses the economic performance of Taiwan’s cable news channels in
the perspective of production economy. Focusing on the years between the mid-1990s
and 2000, during which cable news channels emerged as the major institution of
information as well as the major factor of social anomie, the project portrays how the
conventionalized practices of cable news production is the consequence of the
complicated interlocking of unique market and political factors, and how the principle
of capitalization, as the result, penetrated the procedure of news production in many
ways. The principle of “trading news in package,” the project argues, explains why
the news output is characterized by trivialization and improvisation, both caused

information overload widely felt by the society..
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