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Abstract

Realism maintains a pessimistic outlook over the great power politics. Under the international anarchy,
only because the material capabilities that the great powers possess will make them compete for security. John
J. Mearsheimer, the leading realist, builds his theory over great power politics and suggests that, as long as the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) keeps rising; it will become a peer competitor to the United States.
However, this article tries to challenge this pessimistic view in the theory’s own terms. Mearsheimer’s theory
has internal inconsistencies and overlooks the interaction between technology and geography introduced by
the theory itself. This article argues that, unlike the pervious examples of great power rivalries between the
US and the Soviet or Germany, PRC is located in East Asia, a constrained geographic context which is very
different from that of Europe. In addition, the technologic context also differed. The current status of
technology does overcome the obstruction between regions but can not overrule the different features of
different regions. In other words, the great power surely may rise, but the power structure itself is not enough.
The great power politics are not doomed.

Keywords:. International Relations Theory, Realism, Sino-US Relations, Interaction between Technology and
Geography, Regional Power Structure
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