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Abstract

Regarding urbanization and architecture in international settlements of early
modern Chinese history, the unfolding of general history is impeded by a lack of
information and detailed study except the case of Shanghai. By analyzing
contemporary foreign publications, documentary data and in-spot investigation, the
study looks into the development pattern, urban spatial construction, architectural
style transformation and design teams of Hankou’s foreign concessions. The British
concession took advantage of its excellent location, with the development initiated
by government, but the other concessions were developed mainly by private sector.
Until 1910’s zoning practice, the concession area had started as trading nodes with a
combined function of living and business. The architectural fashion was transformed

from “veranda colonial” (1861-1895) to various styles (1896-1910s), and ended with

skyscraper (1910s-1930s). The design teams also had changed from civil engineers
to well-educated architectural professionals coming from coastal cities. The study
also finds out that Hankou’s foreign concessions had been strongly influenced by
Shanghai in terms of the development pattern, urban spatial construction,
architectural style transformation and design teams. Besides, Hankou’s foreign

concessions had intimate connection with other coastal cities such as Tianjin and

gngdao.
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