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The problem concerning the
transcendental constitution of the
rational religion :

A study of Husserl’s thought on religion

Lee Chun LO”

Abstract

This article is a study of the problem concerning the tran-
scendental constitution of the rational religion in Husserl’s
phenomenology. According to Husserl, through the phenome-
nological reduction to the universal foundation of the lawful-
ness and the teleology of the intentionality that forms the es-
sence of transcendental subjectivity rationally, one can finally
reveal that the absolute Logos of the transcendent God is inher-
ent in the transcendental subjectivity: This divine Logos is, on
the one hand, the motive source of the lawfully and teleologi-
caly performed intentional constitution of the transcendental
subjectivity, and, on the other hand, the ultimate foundation of
the ontological meaning of the constituted world. For this rea-

* National Chengchi University, Department of Philosophy, Assistant Pro-
fessor
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son, humanity not only somehow bears the rationality of God
initself; it is also motivated by the divine rationality to strive to
fulfill the absolute Logos of God in its development. In other
words, humanity has essentialy the tendency towards the reali-
zation of the rationality of God. Hence, with regard to the phe-
nomenon of religious belief, Husserl points out that human be-
ing is not only capable of constituting autonomously religious
form which is appropriate to the absolute Logos, but it is also
capable of examining, through the phenomenological reflection,
the reasonableness of specific religion forms existing in the
human world. And in this way, human being can develop a
truly rational religionin its culture.

Keywords : the transcendental subjectivity, the phenomenol -
ogical reflection, the idea of God, teleology, the
absolute Logos, the rational religion, the transcen-
dental constitution, religiousness, belief
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