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Kiyozawa Manshi’s Philosophy of
Religion:
Self, World, and the Infinite

Chin-ping Liao*
Abstract

During the course of Japan’s modernization, Jodo Shinshii
entered into an era where Japan and Western philosophy met.
Having studied and integrated Western philosophical thinking
into his own language, Kiyozawa Manshi revisited Shinshii’s
potential ideas to search for the negotiation possibilities
between Buddhism and philosophy as well as the nature of
Buddhist belief. Kiyozawa’s philosophy of religion is
emblematic of Jodo Shinshii’s modernization. However,
because of Kiyozawa’s religious conversion, his philosophy
had different kinds of manifestations. The early development of
Kiyozawa’s philosophy is deeply grounded in religious belief,
which is fundamentally a philosophy of self-exertion. That is,
Kiyozawa’s early philosophy is a philosophical discourse

* Assistant Professor of the Institute of Philosophy, National Sun Yat-sen University
in Taiwan
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derived from the finite limits of rational thinking. Contrasting
this, after religious conversion, Kiyozawa’s late philosophy
centers on the belief in Other-power. The subject of
Kiyozawa’s late philosophical discourse is no longer the
rational subject but the absolute infinite. That is, Kiyozawa’s
philosophy of religion after religious conversion is a
philosophy of Other-power. The purpose of this essay is to
investigate the basic structure of Kiyozawa’s philosophy and its
transformation after his religious conversion wherein the
interrelations amongst self, world, and the infinite are closely

examined.

Keywords: self-exertion, other-power, finite, infinite, religious

conversion.
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