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The Influence and Challenge of China’s Rise to the
U.S-Japan, U.S.-Korea, and “U.S.-Taiwan” Alliances:
The Logic of “Dual Transition of Dependence” from

Economy to Security

Liang-chih Evans Chen

(Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Strategic and International Affairs, National Chung Cheng

University )

Abstract

What is the logic of the influence of China's rise in America’s Asian
dlies and their mutual defense frameworks with Washington? In this
research paper | propose an idea of “dual transition of dependence” arguing
that Beljing is taking advantage of its economic upper hand to place
leverage on Washington's allies in Asia to lead to their dependence on
China, from economy to security. In doing so, Beijing will be able to
weaken or break down the check and balance against its growth, which is
generated by Washington and its Asian allies. The logic of the “dua
transition of dependence’” model, however, does not work similarly on each
America's Asian allies. The cases of Japan and Korea appear to be a pattern
of “divergent dependence’ implying both of two states depend on China
economically but rely on the U.S. militarily. In contrast, the example of
“Taiwan” is very likely to be an opposite one of “convergent dependence”
meaning the country depends on China economically and will rely on China

militarily. In response to this transformation impacted by the “dua _, .
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transition of dependence’” model, Washington is readjusting its attitudes to
these three America's aliesin the region.

Keywords: China's rise, military alliance, dual transition of dependence,
divergent dependence, convergent dependence
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