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The Writers and the Regional Cultural
Characteristics of Jiangsu Province in
the Ming Dynasty — — One Chapter from
A Provincial Overview of the Writers in

Ming Dynasty

Li Shiren

(Professor, Shanghai Normal University)

Liu Tingqian

(Associate Professor, Nanjing Audit University)

Abstract

Today’s Jiangsu Province roughly equals to the six Fu and one Zhou
(Zhou and Fu are administrative divisions) in Ming Dynasty, namely Yingtian,
Huaian, Yangzhou, Zhenjiang, Suzhou, Changzhou, and Zhili Xuzhou. Writers
of Jiangsu in Ming Dynasty account for a large proportion in China and most

of them are great leaders in literature. Their writings show distinctive
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characteristics of regional culture: First, three different groups of regional
writers, Wu, Jinling and Guangling, are gradually formed, presenting three
different cultural ecologies; the second is that writers from imperial
examinations become the backbone, especially those from Suzhou and
Changzhou, which have greatly enhanced both the number of the quality of the
team of the writers in Jiangsu povince. Third, cultural families spring up in
large numbers, which provides a basis for sustainable development of regional
literature; Fourth is that writers are seeking to reconcile the secular and the
elegant, bringing art to life and making art a part of life. An attitude of “Shiyin”
and a life value of “Xiangyuan” get prominent. The pursuit of “Wu Interest”
becomes a unique personality of the local writers in Wu and makes them

different from all others.
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