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Dao and Sunyata:

A Comparison of Opposites and Related
Thought Models in the Laozi and the
M alamadhyamakakarika

Chien Te Lin"

Abstract

The unique thought models of the Laozi and the
Malamadhyamakakarika have always attracted the attention of
scholars of Daoism and the Buddhist middle way. In this paper,
| take the oppositional terms employed in these two texts as a
starting point for an analysis of how their respective modes of
reasoning, deduction and negation operate, and thereby attempt
to show some contrasting features of their underlying
philosophies.

| point out that the Laozi and the Malamadhyamakakarika
take entirely different standpoints with regard to worldly
opposites. In Laozi, the universe consists of dualistic
components which stand in opposition to each other. While
constantly changing, each of these oppositional factors remains

“ Buddhist Tzu Chi University, Institute of Religion and Culture, Assistant
Professor
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subject to the vicissitudes of growth and decline between itself
and its opposite. The questions of how to maintain balance in
this dualistic world so as to save ourselves from decay, how to
attain immortality, and how to accomplish everything without
action are Laozi’s main philosophical concerns. By contrast,
Malamadhyamakakarika aims to get beyond all duality by way
of examining the illusions between oppositional sides. Hence,
it is clear that the two texts develop vastly differing theoretical

models with which to view the worldly opposites.

Keywords : Dao, sunyata, opposites, thought models, duality,

non-duality
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