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Nature via Nurture:

On Dai Zhen’s Theory of Human Nature
and Goodness in terms of “Becoming”

Tsang-Long Liu

Abstract

This paper intends to interpret Dai Zhen’s theory of
human nature and goodness in terms of “becoming”. For Dai
Zhen, goodness intrinsic to human nature can only be realized
by post-priori learning and experience. Human nature and
nurture are therefore shaping each other, namely, “nature via
nurture”. Dai Zhen does not interpret the transcendental
mind(ben xin A%(,) as the original ground of goodness. The
inherently possessed ability of moral sense in human nature is
connected with body, but not a transcendental being, which is
isolated from the sensational body and empirical world. Taking
“nature via nurture” as point of departure, this paper attempts

to examine Dai Zhen’s critique of Song-Ming Confucianism,

“ National Taiwan Normal University, Department of Chinese, Assistant
Professor
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from which there appears Dai Zhen’s unique theory of human
nature and goodness that can only be developed in ceaseless

“becoming”.

Keywords: Dai Zhen, Becoming, Human Nature, Goodness,
Nurture
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