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The Specific Characteristic of Luo
Jinhsi’s Doctrine of Practical Effort
of Self-cultivation in His Ti-hsian
Phlosophy

Kao Wei-chien”

Abstract

The purpose of the article is to determine the specific
characteristic of the doctrine of practical effort of
self-cultivation in Luo Jinhsi’s Ti-hsian philosophy. The
procedure of the inquiry is to present firstly the general intent
of Luo Jinhsi’s Ti-hsian philosophy, so as to offer in advance
the necessary theoretical premises thereof, in order that the
coming exposition of Luo Jinhsi’s doctrine of self-cultivation
can be grasped very concisely in its specific position against
the whole system. In short, according to his Ti-hsian
philosophy, Ti-hsian should be understood as“/-Ti-er-Xian”,
that is, as “each (the ontological substance or the corporeal

* Nanhua University, Department of Philosophy and Life Education,
Assistant Professor
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body ) cannot present itself without the other ”. The ontological
significance of the whole universe presents itself through my
corporeal body. The great virtue of heaven and earth, the
creativity of the same, is precisely just the cosmic feeling
inside me that unites me and the outer world. This implies not
only that the outer universe and I are one, but also that the great
virtue of creativity is simultaneously the virtue of Jen({Z)
inside me. Heaven and man, inner and outer world, the
transcendence and the empirical are one, through and through.
Based on these theoretical premises, therefore, the purpose of
the practical effort of self-cultivation is twofold : (1)to enlighten
us to see clearly the creativity of the Heaven actually is inside
us the human beings as our nature, and this enlightenment
could be gained through efforts of self-cultivation in the
ordinary behaviors of everyday life, or the pure heart already
presented in a newborn baby ; (2) to emphasize the importance
of the effort to eliminate our human speculations and fantasies,
in order to let the Dao present itself in our corporeal bodies and
our everyday lives smoothly without obstacles. Either “We
should endeavor to get rid of our human speculations or
fantasies in order to lead the way back to the real ontological
substance and real learning. ”, or It is only when we lead our
way back to the real ontological substance and real learning,

that the elimination of speculations or fantasies is possible. ”,
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both are actually two sides of the same practical effort of the
doctrine of self-cultivation in Luo Jinhsi’s Ti-hsian philosophy.
The specific characteristic of his doctrine of practical effort lies
in this : Either we are talking or in silence, either we are moving
or in standstill, when we are meeting people and treating them,
the crux of the practical effort is to lead our way back to the
softness of the heart so as to fit into any kind of human
condition properly and smoothly, or, to let the heart present
itself naturally and lively, here and now, without any clinging,
hesitation or craving, without any arrogance or restrain.

Keywords: Luo Jinhsi, Ti-hsian philosophy, ordinary
behaviors of everyday life, pure heart of a newborn
baby, the elimination of human speculations or
fantasies, leading our way back to the softness of
the heart so as to fit into any kind of human
condition properly and smoothly




