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v~ TIn the first place, nonprofit organizations perform a service function.
Fhis function has been particularly important in a society which, like
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ours, is reluctant to turin to governmen: fo respond to social and

economic needs. The nonprofit sector thus functions as a first line of
defense, a flexible mechanism through which people concerned about a
social or economic problem can begin to respond immediately without
having to convince a majority of their fellow citizens that the problem
deserves a more general, governmental response | (Salamon, 1999:15) -
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