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The Ritual of Consecrating the Ship of
Plague — A Study on the Rituals of
“Wangjiao” of Lingbao School in Southern

Districts of Taiwan

Shou-Cheng Jiang

Associate Researcher, Ph.D. Philosophy Institute of

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

The ritual of consecrating the ship of plague is an important part of
the rituals of “wangjiao” (T-Jft) of the Lingbao school in southern
districts of Taiwan, which carries the believers blessing to the ship of
plague. In general, the ritual of consecrating the ship of plague in
southern districts of Taiwan is comprised of ten procedures, which are
“Sanzhifu” (ZEHF), “Buxu” GFE), “Jingtan” (($18), “Sandianjiu” (5
- =&Y, “Ruyi” (AE), “Songshen” (3%fH1), “Qumoshenzhou” ({L4%
9T), “Changzai” ("Ef#), “Kaishuilu” (Fi7KE) and “Huixiang” (3E[a]).
Among them, “Jichuansanxian” (" ZSfX =J&k ), “Dianbanchangzai” (" %f
PIE & | ) and “Kaitongshuilu” (" Fi# /K& | ) are the central procedures

of this religious ceremony, expressing people’s nice hope that the plague
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and other ominous things could get on the ship and leave the area. But the
procedure of “Changzai” inherits the customary practice before the ship
sails in reality, which functional appellations in directory truly reappears
the organization structuring and force administration of ocean-going

merchantmen in Mintai areas during the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Keywords: Southern districts of Taiwan, the Lingbao school, the rituals of

wangjiao, the ritual of consecrating the ship of plague
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