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Investigation into the Founding Year of

Tainan’s Zhuxi Temple

Tzu-Hsien Shih

Graduate Student, Department of Religious Studies,

Hsuan Chuang University

Abstract

Scholars mostly make use of research findings of Lu Jia-Xing to
claim Zhuxi Temple, Mituo Temple and Longhu Temple as Taiwan's
earliest Buddhist temples. Some people even refer to the founding year of
the first two temples to define the origin and spread of Buddhism on the

island.

However, it is not really known when Zhuxi Temple was first built.
Some people claim it was from the Qing dynasty according to sources
from later periods. Some others, like Lu Jia-Xing, claim the temple was
built during the Ming-Zheng era, and even suggest that it was Taiwan’s
first Buddhist monastery. Such an argument is based on Sheng Cheng’s
studies, and especially on Shen Guang-Wen’s verses, the founder of
Taiwanese literature. But Yang Hui-Nan takes a new survey on Lu Jia-

Xing’s comments, and thinks many of his suggestions need more
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discussion, moreover, some major arguments are simply not tenable.
After almost half a century’s historical study of Taiwan’s Buddhism, if
Yang’s conclusion is justified, it may exert some influence over previous
research. I believe there is a need for further clarification, and thus bring
forth the present paper as a contribution to the historical study of

Buddhism in Taiwan.

The article first reviews historical documentation relating to Zhuxi
Temple, trying to trace its origins. Then, it examines respectively
viewpoints of Sheng Cheng and Lu Jia-Xing, before analyzing arguments

made by Yang Hui-Nan.

After exploring archival data and previous research, this paper draws
a preliminary conclusion that Zhuxi Temple was founded during the
Ming-Cheng reign, and most likely after Zheng Jing retreated back to
Taiwan in the 18" year of the Yongli reign. It differs from Yang’s
judgment and later historical materials, advocating the temple appeared
after Taiwan being integrated into the Qing dynasty. Regardless whether
the temple might or might not be the oldest in Taiwan, the issue certainly

needs further study.

Keywords: Zhuxi Temple, Mituo Temple, Fahua Temple, Shen Guang-
Wen, Exchanging Poem
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