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College Students’ Perceptions on Internationalization of
the Curriculum: Taking General Education Course “The

Silent Spring” as Example

Chun-Su, Wu

Doctoral Student, Graduate Institute of Educational Entrepreneurship and
Management, National Tainan University

Abstract

One vital task of higher education is to enhance students’ international
perspectives and competence in a globalized society. The curriculum design of
general education in university delivers not only the humanistic spirit but the
interdisciplinary features. Therefore, general education courses have better
conditions to cultivate students’ pluralistic thinking and international/ intercultural
competence than the professional courses do. In this study we used focus group
method to explore students’ perceptions of learning in the internationalized
curriculum of general education. The data revealed that the course infused with
internationalized view can make students feel novel and diverse and bring students
meaningful learning experiences that are beyond their imagination before course. In
addition, the learning experiences broadened students’ horizons and changed their
stereotypes about other cultures as well. Finally, students suggested the effective
teaching strategies of curriculum internationalization included using the internet to
assess foreign information and news, watching foreign films and listening to foreign
speaker’s speech. In summary, the findings of this study can promote the possibility
of implementing curriculum internationalization and also provide teachers a
reference to the implementation of curriculum internationalization.

Keywords:Curriculum Internationalization, General Education, student
perception of learning
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	通識教育的目標雖然難以簡而言之，然其具有濃厚的人文精神，欲培養學生具備反思能力，成為終身學習的個體，敏察社會脈動、開拓專業以外的多元視角，並用以檢視自身及世界，則是學者們認為在全球化的脈絡下，高等教育機構的角色和功能（陳淑敏，2009）。廖顯謨（2010）則從國家的競爭力和學生畢業後的就業力來看，在全球化的世代裡，培養學生為一個具有社會競爭力與國際關懷的世界公民，國際觀的養成是克不容緩的，「國際觀」教育應不是「技能」教育，當然也無法有一門專門課程，修了之後學生就具備了國際觀，而是要將其彈性的植入諸...
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