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Can “Dao” Be Revealed? Can’t “Dao”
Be Revealed?—

Try to Construct the Meanings of “Dao”
in Lao Tzu

Bo-Zhang Zheng

Abstract

According to Lao Tzu, this article clarifies the essence of
Dao, and finds that Dao is not an interpretation of language,
but a metaphysical principle. Applying two symbols, Being and
No-being, to guide, this principle uncovers the circulation
possessed by Dao and “to eliminate attachments” implied in
the circulation is shown. This makes us understand things
move in circles and we should not attach to one side. In this
repeated circulation, no pause and interruption appears, the
truth “eternity” presents in the continuous self-realization.
Moreover, Lao-tzu applies abstract Dao to the real world to
unfold its De (virtue). Hence, Lao-tzu’s De is actually a
projection of Dao. Only if all the creatures living in the
physical world follows the circulation of Dao, they can find the
life suits themselves. For example, at the time Lao-tzu lived,
rites and music had corrupted, i.e. the Being of Dao had
developed to the full, so returning to No-being was necessary.
People should have courtesy self-consciously, not because of
forms and norms. This helped the disorder society which was
first regulated with the norms and forms of rites and music and
then turned to be inflexible and fixed to refresh and to reveal
Dao and De. Furthermore, one more question should be
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considered, what makes the circulation of Lao-tzu’s Dao
correspond to De? In Lao Tzu, we find the answer is Fan
(reversal). Fan is the switch which makes Being and No-being
reverse; that is, when the peak is reached, decline starts.
Actually, this is a way to let us have a reverse thinking when
Being or No-being develops to the full and the limit. However,
this switch is usually misunderstood by scholars as “soft and
weak philosophy” or “the philosophy of weakness.” When this
kind of understanding is examined by Dao expounded in this
study, incompatibility is found. Since Lao-tzu applied the
circulation of Dao to express the meaning of “to eliminate
attachments” flexibly, we will be caught by the words and
attach to one side if we regard Lao-tzu’s thought as “soft and
weak philosophy.”

Key words: Lao Tzu, the theory of Dao, being and
non-being generate each other, rule of reversal and
return, soft and weak philosophy




