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Abstract
With China’s rising power, discussions elsewhere around the world of
China and East Asia’s political relationship surfaced. Although China’s
attitude towards neighboring countries have been continuously amiable,
conflictual incidents were occasionally reported. Among them, the South
China Sea with overlapping sovereignty claim by many countries is an area
that is prone to constant conflicts for China and its neighboring countries.
The flare-up between China and the Philippines over Scarborough Shoal in
April, 2012, was a typical case in this particular regard. Although the
confrontation between China and the Philippines in the Scarborough Shoal
was eventually resolved without leading to any direct conflicts, China’s
strong message claiming sovereignty right in the significant dispute
nevertheless indicates China’s changing attitude in its South China policy.
This study attempts to apply the concept of multilateralism to analyze
the Scarborough Shoal dispute and its impact on China’s South China Sea
Policy, and observes that China’s attitude and actions, including its
diplomatic position, have been stronger and more proactive, military force
has become an option while economic power has been maneuvered.
Nonetheless, this paper argues that direct military confrontation will
not happen in the foreseeable future in this concerned area. China has
comparative advantage from a geo-economics perspective and when the
economic interdependence factor is also considered, there are many other
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alternative forceful measures that China can apply to serve its diplomatic
needs. Hence, this writing asserts that China’s assertive approach toward
South China Sea will be a non-militarily proactive efforts in the near future.

Keywords: South China Sea, Scarborough Shoal, Multilateralism,
Multilateral Institution, Hedging Utility
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! Wang Gungwu, China and Southeast Asia: Myths, Threats and Culture (Singapore:
World Scientic Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd and Singapore University, 1999), pp. 18-20.

2 Karl W. Eikenberry, “China’s Challenge to Asia-Pacific Regional Stability,” in Richard J.
Ellings and Sheldon W. Simon eds., Southeast Asian Security in the New Millennium (New
York: M.E. Sharpe , 1996), pp. 89-122.

® Zhang Yunling & Tang Shiping, “China’s Regional Strategy,” in David Shambaugh ed.,
Power Shift: China and Asia’s New Dynamics (CA: University of California, 2005), pp.
49-50.
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¢ Arthur A. Stein, “Coordination and Collaboration: Regimes in an Anarchic World,”
International Organization, Vol. 36, No. 2,1982, p. 314.
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" Robert O. Keohane, After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political
Economy (NJ: Princeton University, 1984), p. 107.
® Robert Beckman, “The South China Sea Disputes: How States can Clarify their
Maritime Claims,” RSIS Commentaries, No. 140, 2012,
<http://www.rsis.edu.sg/publications/Perspective/RSI1S1402012.pdf>.
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19 Kenneth M.Waltz, Theory of International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), pp.

79-80.

' Ibid., pp. 112-113.
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3 Keohane, 1984, op cit., p. 26.
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" Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics (New York: Cambridge
University, 1999), p. 170.

5" Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy Is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of
Power Politics,” International Organization, Vol. 46, No. 2, 1992, p. 399.

16 John Gerard Ruggie, “Multilateralism: The Anatomy of an Institution,” International
Organization, Vol. 46, No. 3, 1992, pp. 568-571.

7 Keohane et al., “Democracy-Enhancing Multilateralism,” International Organization, (@)
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Vol. 63, No. 1, 2009, pp. 1-2.

'8 Christopher M. Dent, “The Asia-Europe Meeting and Interregionalism: Toward a
Theory of Multilateral Utility,” Asian Survey, Vol. 44, No. 2, 2004, pp. 213-236.

9 Lisa L. Martin, “Interests, Power, and Multilateral,” International Organization, Vol. 46,
No. 4, 1992, p.767.

20 Jirgen Riiland, “Southeast Asian Regionalism and Global Governance: “Multilateral
Utility” or “Hedging Utility,” Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 33, No. 1, 2011, pp.
83-122.

2 Ibid., pp. 89-95 @
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22 Michael Barnett and Raymond Duvall, “Power in International Politics,”. International
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% Riiland, op cit., p. 107.

 Jae Jeok Park, “The US-led Alliances in the Asia-Pacific: Hedge Against Potential
Threats or An Undesirable Multilateral Security Order?”” The Pacific Review, Vol. 24, No.
2, 2011, p. 139.

% Evelyn Goh, “Great powers and Hierarchical Order in Southeast Asia: Analyzing
Regional Security Strategies,”. International Security, Vol. 32, No. 3, 2007, p. 139.

% 1bid., p. 123.
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