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The PRC’s Cognition toward East Asian
Regional Integration-- the Power
Standpoint

Hu, Sheng-Ping

(Assistant Professor, Department of International and Mainland China Affairs, Nanhua University)

Abstract

This study probes the PRC’s cognition of the East Asian regional
integration by the power standpoint of Realism. Actually, many Chinese
scholars analyze the PRC’s foreign policy and its cognition of the East
Asian regional integration by the realist approaches. The PRC’s official
foreign theories and policy statements, however, seemingly adopt the
standpoint of liberalism. This study argues that the PRC’s actual foreign
behaviors reflect its real cognition. After analyzing China’s actual behaviors
toward the East Asian regional integration, and also Chinese territorial,
sovereign disputes with neighboring countries, the author argues that the
realist approach provides more reasonable explanation on Chinese foreign
behaviors than the other theoretical approaches in international theories.
Therefore, the PRC adopts the realist standpoint to cognize the East Asian
regional integration. It also means that Chinese theories and statements on
foreign policies contradict to its foreign behaviors.

Keywords: the PRC’s Foreign Policy, Regional Integration, the East Asian
Regional Integration, Realism, Power
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